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Chanting at sporting
events has become an issue
once again at Wilton High
School. This time it was
unsportsmanlike behavior
in the stands at a basketball
game that has prompted a
letter of apology. — Page A11

Chanting

will be experiencing an
$85-per-ton swing in the
cost of processing recy-
clables, going from a reve-
nue source to a $65-per-ton
expense,” said First Select-
woman Lynne Vanderslice.

Chris Burney, director of
public works and facilities,
discussed the situation at
the town’s budget presenta-
tion to the Board of Fi-
nance. “Every town is deal-

ing with this,” Burney said.
“Wilton used to get credit
for recyclables, but now it
has to pay for them. The
city of Stamford had an
$800,000 swing, it’s a real
problem,” he said.

The cause of the recy-
clable market failure is
China’s recent refusal to
accept recycled materials
with half a percent or more 

Recycling benefit to become an expense

Wilton residents may deposit their recyclables in the
containers at the transfer station.

Jeannette Ross / Hearst Connecticut Media

By Patricia Gay

Connecticut’s recycling
market has collapsed and
Wilton is feeling the pinch.
Recyclables, which were
once a source of revenue for
the town, are going to be a
sizable expense. Wilton will
soon have to pay approxi-
mately $100,000 to handle
its recyclables. 

“Beginning July 1, Wilton See Recycling on A13

If you think three recent
state bills that would great-
ly affect Connecticut
schools is more than
enough for residents to
grapple with this year, wait,
there’s more.

On Friday, March 15,
commonly known as the
Ides of March, the state
legislature’s Planning &
Development Committee
will hold a public hearing
on House Bill 7319, An Act
Concerning The Fiscal In-
dependence Of School Dis-
tricts.

The bill requires local
and regional school districts
with fewer than 15,000
students to become taxing
authorities, separate from
any municipality.

“The bill would basically
turn boards of education in
Connecticut into indepen-
dent taxing districts,” said
state Rep. Gail Lavielle
(R-143), who is vehemently
opposed to the bill and
plans to testify against it.

The bill was introduced by
the Planning & Development
Committee and is applicable
to Wilton and all local and
regional school districts in
the state, except for five:
Hartford, Bridgeport, New 

By Patricia Gay

See Taxing on A13

School
taxing
districts
proposed

Vistors to Ambler Farm on Saturday
had a hands-on experience in the ways

of making maple syrup. Kids and fami-
lies tapped trees, took the a maple syr-
up taste test and learned about Native

American, colonial, and more contem-
porary methods of of making syrup.

Bryan Haeffele / Hearst Connecticut Media

SWEET 
TIMES

Bryan Haeffele / Hearst Connecticut Media

A bottle of maple syrup from Ambler Farm.

Iris Clark tries syrup from Ambler Farm on vanilla ice cream at the farm’s open house on Saturday.

ARTS & LEISURE

Latest review from
Novel Approach.
Page B7

Serendipity played a major
role in several of the winning
entries announced at the open-
ing reception for Focus ’19, the
photo exhibition mounted each
year by the Wilton Arts Council.
This year’s award winners were
announced Friday evening,
March 2, at Wilton Library.

Taking both best of show and
first place in the adult division
was Jacquelyn Etling of Trum-
bull with her infrared photos
Country Road and The Berk-
shires, respectively.

First place in both the high

school and youth divisions were
taken by Wilton students. Victo-
ria Andrew won top honors for
her photo Abandoned in the
high school division. Eighth
grader Amanda Prather won her
first place prize for The Light at
the End of a Tunnel in the youth
division.

Jacquelyn Etling has been
taking photos since she was 7,
often traveling to Wyoming and
the Southwest with her father,
who was a serious amateur. She
used a little 110 camera, eventu-
ally graduating to one of her Amelia Yerenkova 

Amelia Yerenkova’s photo Fish Show won third place in the youth division
of the Focus ’19 photo competition sponsored by the Wilton Arts Counci.

Show is in ‘focus’
By Jeannette Ross

See Focus on A13

“To walk in someone else’s shoes is very powerful.” Susan Lauricella
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father’s old Nikons when
she was 12.

Etling still travels out
west where she has friends
but her prize-winning
photos in this show were
taken in the Berkshire
Mountain areas of Mas-
sachusetts and Connecti-
cut. Both photos are ex-
amples of infrared pho-
tographs she shot with a
modified digital camera.

They were taken last fall,
with fall and spring being
the best times for infrared
shots because “the light is
very crisp,” she said. As
she travels, “I turn the GPS
off and see where I end
up,” she said.

The image, with a tree in
the foreground and a corn-
field behind it, appealed to
her because of the angle as
she drove by. It has also
been shown in the Matta-
tuck Museum’s juried
member show, Mixmaster.

While not a professional,
Etling considers herself a
serious photographer who
specializes in landscapes
and art photography. She is
a fan of 19th-century pho-
tography, working mostly
in black and white. When
not taking photos, Etling
has taught art history at the
college level. As the best of
show winner, she will be
invited back next year to
act as a judge.

High school
The West was inspira-

tion for both Victoria An-
drew and Jack Cromwell,
both seniors at Wilton
High School.

Victoria’s photo Aban-
doned is of an old couch in
a deserted house. She took
the photo last summer
while on a National Geo-
graphic student expedition
on photography that took
her to Bodie, Calif., an
abandoned mining town
from the late 1800s. The
couch was in one of the
houses open to the public.

“There was a window,
and the way the light was
shining, it was cool, it high-
lighted the tear in the
couch, it was so destroyed,”

she said. 
Victoria, who prefers

shooting landscapes and
wildlife, said she “really
loves” photography and
plans to major in it in col-
lege. This is the third time
she has entered the Focus
competition and the first
time she has won.

Jack Cromwell shot his
honorable mention photo
last August at Sand Dunes
National Park in Colorado.
He was on vacation with a
friend when he got his
shot.

“I was sitting halfway
up” a dune, he told The
Bulletin, when his friend
ran the rest of the way up,
leaving footprints in the
sand. “He’s holding a water
bottle and I told him to
stand still. It was like a
movie, I was directing
him.”

Jack shot “about 200
pictures” with his iPhone
and picked this one in part
because of the synergy
among the sand, blue sky
and white clouds.

This was Jack’s second
entry into Focus. Last year
he came in third with an
image of a cardinal he took
in his backyard.

Youth division
Amanda Prather has her

dad to thank for finding the
location for her award-
winning shot at Steep Rock
Preserve in Washington
Depot, Conn.

“We were in a tunnel and
it was February, all the
water was frozen and there
were these huge icicles,”
she said, explaining how
the shot came about. “My
brother was messing
around and he was slip-
ping and falling, but it
looked like he was dancing
when I took it. I just
thought it was a really cool
photo. It ended up looking
really good.”

Amanda, who got her
shot with her iPhone 8-
plus, said she often goes
into New York City with
her father to take pictures.
“We just enjoy taking
photos a lot,” she said.

This is the third year
Amanda has entered
Focus. She won first
place when she was in

sixth grade.
One of the youngest

entrants was Amelia Ye-
renkova, a first-grader at
Miller-Driscoll who won
third place for her photo
Fish Show.

Amelia was on vacation
with her family in Ukraine
when she got the shot of
fish in a fountain. They
reminded her of her own
fish at home, she said.

Amelia used “a little
pink camera” her parents
gave her and entered the
show after she heard about
it from her dad. “I wanted
to come and be in the com-
petition,” she said.

Entries
There were 181 entries

submitted by 106 photog-
raphers representing 25
towns in Connecticut and
New York. Of those, there
were 13 entrants in the
youth division and 19 en-
trants in the high school
division. The photos will
remain on display through
March 29.

According to Focus ’19
chair Beth Schneider, the
competition has attracted
4,400 entries over the years
it has been presented. The
judges this year were Joan
Fitzsimmons, professor of
photography at Norwalk
Community College, pro-

fessional photographer
Daryl Hawk, and Julie
Frank, last year’s best of
show winner.

Along with Schneider,
this year’s volunteers were
Paul Berger, Raeann Bro-
mark, Anne Djupedal Gu-
ra, Wayne M. Gura, Arlene
Hazlewood, Dennis Hyde,
Mitch Katz, Erik Lande-
gren, Cristina Samo, Jean
Schlesinger, Paul Wear, and
Sandra Wear.

Entertaining at the re-
ception were musicians
David Arrazinni, Dennis
Hyde, Martha Lind and
Richard Margo. 

FOCUS
From page A1

Jeannette Ross / Hearst Connecticut Media

Victoria Andrew's photo Abandoned won first place in
the high school division of the Focus '19.

Jack Cromwell 

Jack Cromwell's photo Where to Next received
honorable mention in the high school division of the
Focus '19 photo competition sponsored by the Wilton
Arts Council.

Jeannette Ross / Hearst Connecticut Media

Jacquelyn Etling's photo Country Road won best of show.

contamination. Such items
should be put in the trash
and not recycled, according
to a report by Hearst Con-
necticut Media.

Recycling is mandated by
law in Connecticut —
meaning residents, busi-
nesses, nonprofits, and all
public and private agencies
and institutions must recy-
cle.

Wilton practices single-
stream recycling, which is a
collection system that mix-
es all recyclable paper fi-
bers and containers togeth-
er. Residents who have a
vehicle sticker may take

recyclables to the Wilton
Transfer Station for free.

To mitigate the new ex-
pense for recyclables, the
town is conducting a study
to see if it would make
sense to regionalize Wil-
ton’s transfer station servic-
es with the town of Weston.

“We need everyone’s
involvement, including the
state’s, to deal with the
increasing volumes of
waste and the associated
increasing costs,” said Van-
derslice.

She advises residents to
reuse items as much as
possible before disposing of
them and educate them-
selves as to what items are
recyclable and what items
should be disposed of in

other ways.
She recommends resi-

dents view the website
recyclect.com to learn
what’s in and out for recy-
cling. The interactive web-
site allows users to type the
name of a waste item and it
will explain how to recycle
or dispose of it. 

Plastic bags
Plastic bags are a big

recycling item, and the
proliferation of single-use
plastic shopping bags has
come under fire for envi-
ronmental reasons. State
lawmakers are considering
legislation to prohibit or
phase out their use by re-
tailers.

Westport and Greenwich

have gotten a jump on the
state and have instituted
their own single-use plastic
shopping bag bans. Stam-
ford has a ban that will take
effect in April.

“Wilton is focused on
reducing waste through
increased reuse and recy-
cling, with the emphasis on
reuse,” Vanderslice said.

To that end, she and
Environmental Affairs
Director Mike Conklin
recently hosted a meeting
with members of Wilton Go
Green and the business
community to discuss ef-
forts to increase reuse
awareness.

One of the topics the
group discussed was how
to address plastic bags and

whether to enforce a plastic
bag ordinance. In Wilton,
such an ordinance would
require a town meeting
vote, Vanderslice said. 

“Virtually all the commu-
nities which have adopted
plastic bag ordinances,
have not done so through a
town meeting vote,” she
said.

As such, before taking
this issue to a town meet-
ing, she said the public
needs education and an
opportunity for discussion
on the issue.

For now, the group is
closely watching the prog-
ress of plastic bag bills
being considered by the
legislature. “The benefits of
addressing plastic bags and

other non-reusable plastics
on a statewide basis include
a consistent approach, no
retailers or suppliers will
be put at a disadvantage
versus others, and it will
allow for greater impact,”
Vanderslice said.

On Saturday, March 23,
residents can learn more
about reduction, reuse,
and recycling at Wilton Go
Green’s second Annual
Zero Waste Faire being
held at the Wilton High
School Field House, from
11 to 4. The event will fea-
ture a broad range of in-
teractive exhibits to raise
awareness of zero-waste
living.

pgay@wiltonbulletin.com

RECYCLING
From page A1

Haven, Waterbury and
Stamford. 

“Creation of independent
school taxing districts
would diminish the role
residents play in the deter-
mination and allocation of
funding of their schools,”
Lavielle said.

Among Lavielle’s con-
cerns with the bill are:
1 It gives the new school
taxing districts the power
to assess, levy and collect
taxes on all property for
the purpose of providing
educational services.
1 It gives these districts the
power to borrow money
and issue bonds for the
purpose of providing edu-
cational services.
1 It gives these districts the
power to appropriate funds
for the purpose of provid-
ing educational services.
1 It withdraws from towns
the power to assess, levy

and collect taxes; borrow
money; and appropriate
funds for the purpose of
providing educational ser-
vices.

“With every school dis-
trict becoming an indepen-
dent school taxing district,
there would no longer be
any municipal oversight
over the finances of school
districts,” Lavielle said.

For Wilton, it means the
town could no longer as-
sess or collect taxes for the
purpose of providing edu-
cational services, Lavielle
said. The school taxing
district would have its own
assessors and collectors.

In addition, the Board of
Finance would no longer be
able to judge how much
Wilton taxpayers are will-
ing to pay for the education
budget (which accounts for
about 70 percent of the
overall budget) or give
budget guidelines to the
Board of Education.

Lavielle wondered how
the school taxing district

would determine how
much it would tax resi-
dents. “Would there be any
direct consultation of the
residents when there
comes time to borrow mon-
ey or bond?” she asked.

A school taxing district
would also cut the need for
town meeting approval for
the education budget, La-
vielle said.

The bill does not say
what entity would govern
the school taxing district,
who would hire the dis-
trict’s tax assessor and tax
collector, or who would
determine their salaries,
Lavielle said.

Lavielle is concerned
with what appears to be a
lack of checks and balances
by having the same people
who determine education
spending to be the ones
ordering its implementa-
tion. 

While the town currently
borrows money for things
like school construction,
that would no longer be the

case. “The school taxing
district would do its own
bonding,” Lavielle said.

Preparing the turf
House Bill 7319 does not

specifically pertain to the
issue of school regionaliza-
tion, as three other recent
legislative bills do, but it
“prepares the turf should
any regionalization take
place,” Lavielle said.

For school districts that
regionalize, Lavielle said it
appears decisions on
school bonding would be
made on a district-wide
basis, and could no longer
be voted on by individual
town referenda.

“So if two towns are in a
district, and the people in
one town want to build a
new school, can they do it
if the people in the other
town don't want them to?”
she asked.

She also wondered how
the school taxing district
would determine how
much it would tax resi-

dents. “Would there be any
direct consultation of the
residents when there
comes time to borrow mon-
ey or bond?” she asked.

No rationale
First Selectwoman Lynne

Vanderslice said there is no
rationale for this bill other
than to facilitate forced
regionalization, and she
does not support it.

“We currently have an
effective system of checks
and balances,” she said.
“The state oversees and
controls education
throughout the state. In
turn, the municipalities
determine the funding for
that education. 

By removing the munici-
palities’ role in funding, the
bill removes the system of
checks and balances and
potentially harms taxpay-
ers.”

She said the bill provides
for a duplication of func-
tions within the Board of
Education that already

exist within the town,
thereby increasing costs
and running counter to the
town’s efforts to consoli-
date administrative func-
tions.

The bill would also in-
creases the cost of bonding
for Board of Education
projects as the Board of
Education will not have the
reserves that allow the
town to maintain its Aaa
bond rating and low bond-
ing costs, she said.

The public hearing on
House Bill 7319 is being
held in Hartford at noon on
Friday, March 15. Anyone
interested in submitting
testimony may send it by
email to PDtestimo-
ny@cga.ct.gov and include
the bill number in the e-
mail subject line and body
of the email. The email
should also contain the
name and town of the per-
son submitting the testimo-
ny.

pgay@wiltonbulletin.com
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